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TRANSPORT — SPEED LIMITS AND SIGNAGE — COOKERNUP 
Grievance 

MRS R.M.J. CLARKE (Murray–Wellington) [9.11 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. I rise 
to discuss the speed limit and town signage issue in the small town of Cookernup, which is located just off 
South Western Highway between Yarloop and Harvey. Almost every town along South Western Highway has 
signage from both directions on approach to the town site. Cookernup is the exception. Currently, it has only 
a small street sign at Riverdale Road, which is the town’s main entrance. This street sign is extremely difficult to 
read whilst travelling at 110 kilometres per hour, and it causes many people to miss the turn-off. 

I have been regularly attending the town’s weekly community get-togethers, and the lack of signage is an issue 
that has been constantly raised with me. The absence of adequate town signage is a safety issue because, once 
people realise that they have missed the exit, they often try to turn around to go back to it. People who are not 
familiar with the area may do a U-turn on South Western Highway rather than try to find the next exit to turn 
around. This is not easy or safe because drivers cannot see very far into the distance and there is a high volume of 
trucks and farm vehicles on the road. 

The people of Cookernup have also made it clear that the lack of a town sign impacts on the town’s sense of 
identity. Many community members feel that their town is not as well recognised as others in the area. Installing 
town signs north and south of the Riverdale Road exit would put the town in line with every other town in the area 
and give this community the recognition that it deserves and has not previously had. 

The other concern the town of Cookernup has raised is the speed limit on Riverdale Road, which is mostly 
80 kilometres an hour. The speed limit reduces to 60 kilometres an hour near Brockman Road as drivers get closer to 
the town centre, but the local community is seeking a lower speed limit to cover more of the town’s residential area. 
The push for this has come from town residents’ concerns about safety. There has been a lot of hooning and people 
driving through the town at high speeds, a situation that is not helped by the lack of clear signage. This community 
was devastated in the 2016 Yarloop and Waroona bushfires and it does not need more heartbreak. The issue of 
signage in the town has been going on for years, yet nothing has happened to address the community’s concerns. 
There is no doubt that installing speed limit signs through the town and town signs along South Western Highway 
will greatly increase safety through the area and reduce the risk of a horrific accident taking place. It will also give 
the people of Cookernup a renewed sense of community identity, which is extremely important in small towns. 
The people of Cookernup want to know that their voices are being heard and that they are being recognised. Will 
the minister please explain how the McGowan government is addressing the concerns raised by this community? 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.14 am]: I thank the member for Murray–Wellington 
for her grievance on this issue. The member for Murray–Wellington is a new member of this house, but she is a very 
strong member who advocates very strongly for her community. I monitor the member for Murray–Wellington’s 
Facebook site and I am always impressed by the number of community events she attends and the strong 
representation she makes for community. It is a refreshing change to have in this place a member as positive and 
outgoing as the member for Murray–Wellington. It is very refreshing. The member for Murray–Wellington is very 
keen to tackle issues and represent her constituents. It is a great pleasure working with the member and it gives me 
a lot of pride that she is on this side of the house representing her community. Thank you very much. 

The member for Murray–Wellington has raised this issue with me a number of times. I will talk initially about the 
sign issue—the absence of a town sign for her community. As the member outlined, the community has been 
discussing this issue for many years and she is very keen to see what we can do. I asked my agency to have 
a meeting down there and, as I recall, it was held last year. 

Mrs R.M.J. Clarke: It was January this year. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It was in January this year. I asked my agency to talk to the shire and local members to see 
what we could do. As I said, the local member has been talking to residents in the town and pushing the case that 
Cookernup needs a proper town sign. I am very happy to advise that two new signs will be installed with the name 
Cookernup. The member for Murray–Wellington will have a couple of new town signs for her area. I think we 
will be doing that in the next few weeks; that is underway. 

The other key issue is speed limit signs. Again, this issue is constantly raised with me. We want to make sure that 
people understand that there are safety and other issues when they approach and enter smaller towns in particular 
at a high speed. This is a vexed issue. There are always discussions between councils and Main Roads about who 
is responsible for signs and where they should be placed. There are always ongoing issues.  

I turn to the speed limit on Riverdale Road. A 60-kilometre-an-hour speed zone runs through the town site starting 
just before the Salisbury Road interjection and ending just after Brockman Road. We are planning to extend the 
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60-kilometre-an-hour speed zone 220 metres to the west of Brockman Road to cover a farm entrance on the 
southern side of Riverdale Road. Hopefully, that will improve safety in the area. 

I refer to speed zoning signage in the residential area. The structure of the roads does not meet the minimum 
requirements, but that being said, Main Roads will approach the Shire of Harvey about installing black and yellow 
50-kilometre-an-hour reminder signs on these roads to remind people about the need to slow down in this regional 
town. Hopefully, we have gone part way to providing what the member for Murray–Wellington requested.  

I look forward to visiting Cookernup very soon to look at the town and bring the signs. I thank the member for 
Murray–Wellington again for her promotion of regional Western Australia, her strong voice for regional 
Western Australia and for working in a constructive way with me and my agency to see what we could do.  
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